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The Library Program for Texas Rural Areas— 
A Forward Look 


On December 10, 1960, the 
Texas Library and Historical 
Commission voted to expand the 
rural library development pro- 
gram, with funds provided by the 
Library Services Act extended for 
five years, and to place the direc- 
tion of the program in the Exten- 
sion Division of the State Library. 
(With this action, there remains 
only Rhode Island having a sep- 
arate unit for the implementation 
of rural library extension under 
the Act.) 

During the planning stages of 
the expanded program, letters 
were sent to librarians in the state 
outlining possible methods of ad- 
ministration. In 1956 a question- 
naire had been sent, as part of 
the Texas Research League survey 
of the State Library, to Texas li- 
brarians regarding the services of 
the State Library which they de- 
sired. Replies to the letters and 
the questionnaires, with recom- 
mendations of an earlier advisory 
committee from the Texas Library 
Association, influenced the final 
choice of means for achieving 
rural library development and im- 
provement under the diverse con- 
ditions presented by the state of 
Texas. 

What does the rural program in- 
clude? 

The program as approved by the 
Commission provides for expan- 
sion of rural library extension un- 
der the Library Services Act ex- 
tended for five years from June 30, 
1961. Flexibility to meet chang- 
ing conditions and a variety of 
types of demonstrations to fit the 
varied rural library needs of Texas 
are elements of the expansion. 
Emphasis on larger units of serv- 
ice is primary, to meet the needs 
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of rural areas where single coun- 
ties cannot support adequate li- 
brary service. To build on strength 
of existing libraries able and will- 
ing to extend service to adjacent 
counties is a primary aim of the 
expanded program. 

How will these aims be achieved? 

Plans call for additional field 
consultants to provide consulta- 
tion and advisory aid to existing 
libraries, to work with library 
trustees and Friends of Library 
groups, and to plan with govern- 
ment officials and interested citi- 
zens for rural library development 
and improvement. From such co- 
operative efforts the creation of a 
“climate” for accelerated library 
growth is planned. 

An important factor is an en- 
larged workshop program in coop- 
eration with library education 
agencies, the Texas Library Asso- 
ciation, and the larger libraries of 
the state. 

Planning and execution of stud- 
ies of library conditions and needs 
in rural areas, and of factors af- 
fecting library development in 
these areas form a part of the 
plan. Such studies could be made 
in cooperation with interested li- 
brary education agencies of the 
state and with the Texas Library 
Association. 

In addition to these state-wide 
services, various types of demon- 
strations of rural library service 
will form the major part of the 
plan. 

Who may apply for rural library 
aid? 

Librarians, trustees, County 
Commissioners, Friends of Librar- 
ies and other groups may apply 
from among varied types of dem- 
onstrations for one that meets the 
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needs of their area. 

What types of demonstrations will 

be available? 

1. Bookmobile demonstrations of 
one year’s duration will be 
available to multi-county areas 
having the financial potential 
to continue the service through 
local support. During the dem- 
onstration year, the State Li- 
brary will provide a bookmo- 
bile, a bookstock of 8,000 vol- 
umes, a professional librarian, 
a driver, clerical help as re- 
quired, operational costs of the 
demonstration, and supervision 
of the project. During a sec- 
ond year, the State Library 
will furnish to those multi- 
county groups appropriating 
funds for continuing the serv- 
ice, the bookmobile with book- 
stock and equipment used dur- 
ing the first year, a driver, and 
continued consultation and ad- 
visory assistance. 

2. To counties interested in prov- 
ing the need or desire for mo- 
bile library services, the State 
Library will arrange for the 
use of a bookmobile, books, re- 
quired staff, and advisory aid, 
for a period up to one year. 
Such help will be given to coun- 
ties with interest in and facil- 
ities for extending service to 
one or more adjacent counties. 

8. City, county and college librar- 
ies that have plans for exten- 
sion of service to rural areas 
will be given aid in the form of 
personnel, books and equip- 
ment, including bookmobiles. 
Preference will be given where 
service is planned on a multi- 
county basis. 

4. Regional library service dem- 
onstrations and aid will be of- 
fered to existing libraries that 
agree to become part of a re- 
gicnal library, and in areas 
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where no libraries exist and 
counties will appropriate suffi- 
cient funds for the operation 
of a regional system. State 
Library staff will do field work 
to prepare for such demonstra- 
tions for a period up to one 
year, in cooperation with local 
librarians, trustees, and gov- 
ernment officials. 

For regional library service 
demonstrations the State Li- 
brary will furnish supervisory 
aid, a Regional Librarian, cler- 
ical help, a bookmobile and 
driver, equipment and supplies 
as required, in-service training 
for library personnel of the re- 
gion, interlibrary loan arrange- 
ments, and workshops for li- 
brary personnel, board mem- 
bers and other interested citi- 
zens in the region. 
Demonstrations of federated 
systems and cooperative li- 
brary service arrangements 
will be developed where inter- 
est exists in such forms of mu- 
tual assistance. This is a flex- 
ible method designed to provide 
demonstrations of varied forms 
of formal or informal, large- 
unit arrangements adapted to 
the multi-county areas. State 
Library staff work will be done 
to develop areas for this type 
of assistance. In such systems 
the State will furnish staff, 
professional materials and req- 
uisite equipment as required 
for the type of project. 
Exhibits of a State Library 
bookmobile for the promotion 
of interest in rural library 
service may be requested by 
counties. Aid in planning and 
publicity for the exhibits will 
be given local groups by the 
State Library. 


What book aid will be available? 


3. 


Post-demonstration aid in the 
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form of books to multi-county 
areas that have had bookmo- 
bile demonstrations will be con- 
tinued as currently given. 

2. Book acquisition to strengthen 
the State Library’s interlibrary 
loan and reference service, and 
to expand the book-collection 
loan service of the Extension 
Division will be continued. 

8. Book loans will be made to 
qualifying libraries in towns 
under 10,000 population, where 
such libraries have formulated 
plans for combining into legally 
established county library sys- 
tems, as State Library re- 
sources permit. 


4. Book loan and staff arrange- 
ments with larger libraries to 
serve the interlibrary loan 
needs of county libraries and li- 
braries in towns under 10,000 
population in their areas of the 
state are planned as demon- 
strations. (Letters have been 
sent to the ten largest libraries 
in the state asking for com- 
ments, expressions of interest, 
and information on which to 
base tentative planning.) 


How is the rural program 
financed? 

Execution of the plan will de- 
pend on the Congressional appro- 
priation for the Library Services 
Act during the next five years, and 
on the provision of staff positions 
as presented in the budget request 
to the Texas Legislature now in 
session. 

Federal funds must be matched 
by the State Library according to 
a formula based on rural popula- 
tion and per capita income in 
Texas. Funds of the State Library 


expended for rural library service 
are reimbursable as matching 
funds. Currently the State Li- 
brary is matching $93,751 in Fed- 
eral money with $73,512 of the 
annual library budget. The full 
amount available in Federal funds 
cannot be matched in this way. In 
order to secure the remainder to 
which Texas is entitled, local funds 
expended by counties for rural li- 
brary service may be used. At 
present, $169,216 in local match- 
ing funds are being used yearly 
from areas where cooperative 
projects are in operation by the 
State Library and local libraries. 
This sum matches $215,803 of 
Federal money. 

During the first five years of 
the Library Services Act, un- 
matched Federal money was car- 
ried over from year to year to be 
matched as the State was able. 
This provision was changed at the 
time of the five-year extension of 
the Act, with the result that Texas 
must match—or lose—an approx- 
imate $127,000 in the fiscal year, 
July 1, 1961 to June 30, 1962. If 
matching funds become available 
through cooperative local/State 
projects, the full benefits of the 
program can be secured for the 
further extension of Texas rural 
library service, as provided by the 
Act. 

Criteria of eligibility for dem- 
onstrations have been formulated 
for use when the Congressional 
and State appropriations, on which 
the program depends, have been 
made. Interested librarians, trus- 
tees, government officials and citi- 
zen groups may secure informa- 
tion on these criteria by writing 
to the State Librarian. 
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Signing of the contract for Texas’ First Tri-County Library system. 


Texas library history was made 
in Baird on January 10, 1961, 
when the Commissioners Courts of 
Callahan, Shackelford and Taylor 
Counties met to plan bookmobile 
service jointly financed by the 
three counties. The local author- 
ities will take over on March 1, 
when the Texas State Library one- 
year demonstration of bookmobile 
service ends. For the first time 
in Texas, a tri-county library serv- 
ice, financed and administered at 
the local level, will be in operation. 
This first cooperative project will 
serve as an example to other areas 
of the state where rural libraries 
are needed. 

The Texas Plan under the Li- 
brary Services Act, as developed 
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since February, 1957, has four 
major projects for the extension 
of library services in the rural 
areas of Texas. One of these proj- 
ects is devoted to the establishment 
of one-year multi-county bookmo- 
bile demonstrations in Texas. The 
seventh bookmobile demonstration 
in this project began on March 1, 
1960, serving the counties of Cal- 
lahan, Shackelford and Taylor. 
After years of ground work by 
dedicated people interested in pro- 
viding better library service in the 
rural areas of these three counties, 
the Commissioners Court of each 
of the three counties adopted a 
resolution requesting the Texas 
State Library to provide this mul- 
ti-county bookmobile demonstra- 
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tion. The members of the three 
courts requesting this demonstra- 
tion were: 
Callahan County 
County Judge J. L. Farmer 
Commissioner Scott Bryant 
Commissioner R. G. Swor 
Commissioner I. G. Mobley 
Commissioner Claud E. Foster 
Shackelford County 
County Judge I. M. Chism 
Commissioner Parker Sears 
Commissioner John W. Grothe 
Commissioner H. D. Connally 
Commissioner J. W. Mims 
Taylor County 
County Judge Reed Ingalsbe 
Commissioner Grover Nelson 
Commissioner Joe Cypert 
Commissioner Floyd Tate 
Commissioner J. T. McMillon 
The first step in planning the 
bookmobile service took place in 
December, 1959, when the three 
counties appointed three persons 
in each county to serve as an ad- 
visory board for the demonstra- 
tion The multi-county board 
members appointed were: 
Callahan County 
Mrs. S. L. McElroy 
Baird, Texas 
Mrs. Naomi Heyser 
Putnam, Texas 
Mr. Joel Holmes 
Clyde, Texas 
Shackelford County 
Mrs. A. V. Jones 
Albany, Texas 
Mr. Jerry Barton 
Moran, Texas 
Mrs. Carroll Putnam 
Albany, Texas 
Taylor County 
Miss Thelma Andrews 
Abilene, Texas 
Mr. Mack Fisher 
Merkel, Texas 
Mrs. Lance Smith 
Lawn, Texas 
Miss Thelma Andrews of Abi- 





lene was elected Chairman and 
Mr. Joel Holmes was elected Sec. 
retary. The headquarters for the 
multi-county bookmobile demon- 
onstration was provided at the 
Abilene Public Library through 
courtesy of the Abilene Public Li- 
brary and the City of Abilene. 

This multi-county board met 
with the field consultant, Mrs. 
Annie Rae Gray, of the Texas 
State Library to plan the book- 
mobile schedule and to compile a 
community survey on the re- 
sources and needs in the three 
counties. A publicity chairman 
was appointed for each of the 
bookmobile stops. The first sched- 
ules were planned for two week 
intervals, but with the demand 
for service increasing it was nec- 
essary to include more bookmobile 
stops and to schedule the stops for 
every three weeks. During the 
demonstration year the bookmo- 
bile made stops at twenty-four 
communities every three weeks. 

In January, 1960, each of the 
kookmobile stops was visited by 
the State Library field consultant 
to provide handbills, brochures, 
and registration cards for the pub- 
licity chairman. 

Opening ceremonies in the first 
two weeks of March, 1960, were 
planned in Moran, Merkel, Albany 
and Lawn. The bookmobile serv- 
ice to the scheduled stops began 
on March 15, 1960, with Mrs. C. 
Hopkins as the bookmobile librar- 
ian and Mr. Leslie Walden as the 
driver-assistant. Mrs. Hopkins 
was succeeded by Mr. Robert 
Gorsline on August 1, 1960. 

The public libraries and the col- 
lege libraries in the three counties 
helped to make the bookmobile 
demonstration a success through 
the loan of books and their public 
relations program to help extend 
library service to more patrons in 
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the rural areas. 

The reception of the demonstra- 
tion by the citizens of this three- 
county area was most gratifying 
to the Texas State Library. The 
pookmobile patrons sold the idea 
of bookmobile service to the Coun- 
ty Commissione’s. In June, 1960, 
the multi-county advisory board 
met to plan for keeping the book- 
mobile service in the three coun- 
ties. In July and October, repre- 
sentatives of the Texas State Li- 
brary met with the County Courts 
to discuss the continuation of the 
bookmobile service through an 
agreement for post demonstration 
aid to begin March 1, 1961. The 
agreement presented to the three 
counties for continuation of the 
multi-county bookmobile service 
was based upon the provisions of 
the Library Services Act as en- 
acted by Congress in 1956 and 
amended in 1960 and the library 
laws of Texas. 

The Agreement between the 
three courts and the state library 
for the multi-county bookmobile 
service was signed on January 10, 
1961. The members of the com- 
missioners courts of the three 
counties are: 

Callahan County 

County Judge J. L. Farmer 

Commissioner R. R. Shellnut 

Commissioner R. G. Swor 

Commissioner G. A. White 

Commissioner Claud E. Foster 

Shackelford County 

County Judge I. M. Chism 

Commissioner Ross O. Perry 

Commissioner John W. Grothe 

Commissioner H. D. Connally 

Commissioner J. W. Mims 

Taylor County 

County Judge Reed Ingalsbe 

Commissioner Grover Nelson 

Commissioner Joe Cypert 

Commissioner Floyd Tate 

Commissioner J. T. McMillon 
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In this agreement, for the year 
March 1, 1961, to March 1, 1962, 
the Texas State Library will pro- 
vide as post demonstration aid to 
this multi-county bookmobile serv- 
ice the bookmobile and its repairs, 
the driver-assistant, and the pres- 
ent bookstock and equipment. The 
funds appropriated by the three 
counties will provide the salaries 
of the bookmobile librarian and a 
clerk, the supplies for the service, 
the operating cost of the bookmo- 
bile, new books and recordings and 
a sum of $3,000 toward the pur- 
chase of a bookmobile. The funds 
appropriated by the three counties 
amounted to $14,000 for the year. 
This amount was allocated in the 
three counties as follows: 


Callahan County $4,000 
Shackelford County $2,000 
Taylor County $8,000 


The allocation was based upon 
the number of stops for bookmo- 
bile service in the three counties. 
The multi-county service wiil be 
administered by the multi-county 
board, composed of the three Com- 
missioners Courts, in consultation 
with the Texas State Library. 
Each county will deposit the ap- 
propriated amount in a joint ac- 
count. The bills will be paid by 
the Taylor County Auditor and he 
will send a monthly balance and a 
copy of payment of bills to each 
county. 

his momentous step for library 
development in Texas will serve 
as a basis for continuation of 
multi-county bookmobile service in 
the bookmobile demonstration 
projects initiated by the Library 
Services Act. 





OPPORTUNITY 
The Reeves County Library, 
Pecos, Texas, is interested in se- 
curing a trained librarian to take 
charge in the new library building. 
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Accomplishments of the First Regional Library 
Demonstration 


A new “book conscious” rural 
area exists in the Coastal Bend 
Rezion since the two year “free” 
demonstration of library service 
sponsored by the Texas State Li- 
brary under the Library Services 
Act. Not only did many rural 
people have their first taste of 
bookmobile service, but 2lso all ex- 
isting libraries in the four coun- 
ties (Jim Wells, Live Oak, Kleberg, 
and Nueces) benefited by having 
large collections of books, fully 
cataloged by the Processing De- 
partment of the Texas State Li- 
brary, sent to each library in the 
area. Besides—there were numer- 
ous services which by mere men- 
tion indicate the real extent of the 
demonstration’s achievements. Re- 
ciprocal borrowing privileges be- 
tween counties, interlibrary loan 
and reference service, on-the-job 
training, workshops, publicity, and 
public relations work were among 
some of the benefits other than 
bookmobile service. 

The smaller libraries in Pre- 
mont, George West, and Three 
Rivers were the “pets” of the Re- 
gional Librarian, Elizabeth Karle. 
She helped them obtain better 
budget appropriations to increase 
hours op2n to the public, increase 
in book budget, increase in public- 
ity, increase in filling patrons’ re- 
quests by making use of the ref- 
erence and interlibrary loan serv- 
ice offered through the Regional 
office located at La Retama Li- 
brary in Corpus Christi. Since Al- 
ice was more centrally located for 
the three counties served by the 
bookmo vile (Nueces County has 
their own), the Regional Bookmo- 
bile headquarters was in Alice, 42 
miles away from the Regional Li- 
brarian’s office. A beginning was 
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made to catalog the small librar- 
ies’ own books thrcugh the Re 
gional Office and the Processing 
Department of the Texas State 
Library. 

In Jim Wells County alone, three 
building programs ere in the off- 
ing. Much of this progress can be 
attributed to the influence of the 
demonstration. Premont Library 
since it began about four years 
ago, is in an old stcre, and now 
the Library Board is_ studying 
building plans. Orange Grove to 
the northeast of Premont said, “Tf 
the bookmobile discontinues serv- 
ice to our town, we will have to 
establish a library of our own.” 
They are planning to build on the 
school grounds and have a combi- 
nation public and school library. 
Alice Public Library, long over- 
crowded, has also been assured of 
better days ahead. At a recent 
budget hearing, Jim Wells County 
appropriated for each of the three 
communities $16,500.00 towards 
building programs. Some day 
there may be a Jim Wells County 
Library with Alice as headquar- 
ters and branches in Premont and 
Crange Grove! 

The path to consolidation is 
clearest at present for Nueces 
County and La Retama Public Li- 
brary. Not only is the city library 
now allowing all residents of the 
County to use the city library 
“free,” an experiment on central- 
ized processing of books purchased 
for the two libraries will be started 
early this year. Nueces County 
Commissioners Court approved the 
hiring of staff to work on this with 
the Processing Department at La 
Retama. 


Naturally the purpose of the 
Demonstration was to convince 
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the people who handle county busi- 
ness to carry on with the coop- 
erative library system. Three of 
the four counties were in favor of 
continuing with partial local sup- 
port. However, one of the three 
decided they did not have the 
funds in their budget. Therefore, 
the two remaining counties felt 
that they could not pay their share 
plus the remaining county’s share 
of the budget. 

However, Jim Wells, Live Oak, 
and Nueces Counties approved 
Post Demonstration Aid which 
was offered by the Texas State 
Library. In this proposed project 
all the State books (about 12 000) 
will remain in the libraries on 
long-term loan as long as the 
County Commissioners Courts sign 
the agreement for library develop- 
ment under the Library Services 
Act. Also, the Texas State Li- 
brary staff will make regular vis- 
itis to these libraries for the pur- 
pose of giving advisory, consulta- 
tive, and evaluation service. At 
least, the Post Demonstration Aid 
leaves the door ajar for future de- 
velopments in these and perhaps 
adjoining counties. 

The 1,400 books the Texas State 
Library had on deposit at Kleberg 
Library were moved to Brooks 
County where the County Com- 
sioners Court recently established 
alibrary. They saw what was be- 
ing accomplished in their neigh- 
boring town—Premont. 

The bookmobile books were col- 


lected, inventoried, and will be 
used in another Demonstration. 

The Regional Demonstration, 
begun October, 1958, several 


months before the books and book- 
mobile arrived, was the first “re- 
gional” in the State of Texas. The 
Regional Librarian busied herself 
by making contacts with key peo- 
ple in the communities to be 
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served, and in giving service to ex- 
isting libraries. 

When the new, air-conditioned 
bookmobile arrived in January, 
1959, get-acquainted visits were 
scheduled in various areas. The 
cpening ceremonies involved the 
school bands, county judges, may- 
ors, newspaper reporters and pho- 


tographers. In several places the 
towns- women served __ refresh- 
ments. 


Forty-seven regular stops were 
made on a two-week schedule. Li- 
brarian, Molly Kusel and Driver- 
Assistant W. B. Hudson had the 
privilege of visiting areas with 
che bookmobile carrying as many 
as 2,000 new volumes, phonograph 
records, and _ periodicals. The 
‘asic book collection of 6,000 books 
was housed in Alice as that was 
more centrally located for the area 
served by the bookmobile. 

Since this service was aimed 
chiefly in the direction of service 
to rural adults, various forms of 
publicity were used with rural 
crganizations. Participation in 
County Fairs, Home Demonstra- 
tion Clubs, Farm Bureau publica- 
tions, and the like, were part of 
the means used to let people know 
what is being offered in reading 
materials. Rural patrons became 
regular patrons—some who missed 
the bockmobile at their stop, 
rushed to the next one to catch 
up with the mobile library. 

When Molly Kusel resigned in 
the Fall of 1959 to return to teach- 
ing, Mrs. Cecil Clendenin of Alice 
became Bookmobile Librarian. 
She had a natural understanding 
of the needs and desires of the 
rural folks. 

As rumors made the rounds that 
bookmobile service might be dis- 
continued, a Regional Board mem- 
ber, on her own initiative, circu- 
lated a petition in Live Oak Coun- 
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ty to take to the Commissioners 
Court. Several farmers threw 
down their hoes and shovels, put 
on their Sunday best, and made a 
trip to town to see the County 
Commissioners in protest of dis- 
continuance of the big white and 
red “Parnassus on wheels’’! 

The Regional Board members, 
three appointed by each County 
Judge, were as follows: Mrs. A. E. 
Adlof, Mr. J. E. Conner, Mrs. H. 
L. Daughters, Mrs. Chilo Dickin- 
son, Mrs. E. A. Gay, Mrs. Frank 
Hankins, Mr. Ewald Hartman, Mr. 
C. M. Henkel, Mrs. Harry L. Hin- 
ton, Miss Josephine Price, and 
Mrs. J. Paul Reid. They served in 





an advisory capacity and helped to 
integrate library service in their 
community. They distributed 
bookmobile schedules, spoke to 
clubs, manned the library booth at 
the county fair, and kept the Coun. 
ty Commissioners informed on the 
progress of the Regional Library 
service. Several of the Board mem- 
bers attended the Library Trus- 
tee’s Workshop of T. L. A. the 
past two years. 

As it ended—they did not vote 
to continue the cooperative library 
system as such, but there was a 
new awareness of books and li- 
braries in all sections of the re- 
gion. 


VALUES OF A SYSTEM. Comparative study of Premont Public Li- 
brary, Premont, Texas as a village library before and after it coop- 
erated with the Regional Demonstration. 


Village Library 

Library open 2 afternoons each 
week 

Appropriation from City for rent; 
County for supplies and a few 
books 

Located in an old store in bad state 
of repairs 


Average monthly circulation was 
354 

Total number of patrons registered 
(No statistics kept on this) 

No Story Hour 


Only volunteer help 


Board meetings were infrequent 
Patrons’ needs not satisfied 


Few stories in local paper 





Village Library Cooperating 


Library open daily (Monday 
through Friday) 
Appropriations increased from 


both sources. 


Plans to build a new library, with 
$16,500.00 promised from the 
County. 

Increased to 972 


Membership at the end of the 
Demonstration was 898. 

Two Story Hours during the sum- 
mer months each week (one for 
pre-schoolers and one for elemen- 
tary age children). 

Dec., 1959 the first librarian was 
hired. 

Board meetings each month. 
Made much use of interlibrary 
loan service and reference service 
through the Regional Office. 
News editor in a recent issue said, 
“We haven’t heard anything from 
Premont Library recently—their 
decision on the building site, ete. 
Anytime they send us news we 
will be glad to print it.” 
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The Penmen of Texas Declaration of Independence 


James M. Day 


One of the documents scheduled 
to be displayed in the lobby of the 
new Archives and Library build- 
ing is the only known signed copy 
of the Texas Declaration of Inde- 
pendence of March 2, 1836. A 
bronze rimmed display case made 
of expensive document glass to fil- 
ter light and heat rays has been 
ordered and will be installed be- 
fore the building is accepted by 
state officials. In doing the back- 
ground work preparatory to the 
display, the Archives staff became 
interested in the handwriting on 
the two copies of the document 
known to exist. Both are in the 
State Archives and each one has 
its own bit of history. 


The convention responsible for 
issuing the Texas Declaration of 
Independence met on March 1, 
1836, at Washington on _ the 
Brazos. Because of the strained 
relations with Mexico, a commit- 
tee was immediately appointed to 
draw up a declaration of independ- 
ence. The chairman of this com- 
mittee, George C. Childress of 
Milam County, has always been 
given most of the credit for draft- 
ing the document of which Texas 
is so proud. Some historians have 
gone so far as to say that he wrote 
it even before he arrived at Old 
Washington. In any case, the 
committee reported to the conven- 
tion on March 2, 1836, and after a 
speech by Sam Houston in its fa- 
vor, the report was adopted. 

Since no printing press was 
available in Washington, five hand- 
written copies were made from 
the committee’s draft and distrib- 
uted to various points in Texas. 
An additional copy, known as “the 
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original,” was kept in the conven- 
tion for all members to sign. The 
signing process was begun on 
March 3, and it continued until 
March 11, 1836, when James B. 
Woods and A. Briscoe arrived to 
attach their signatures. By that 
time fifty-nine delegates had 
signed. This signed copy was 
slated for delivery to the United 
States government in Washington, 
D. C., in an attempt to secure rec- 
ognition of the Texians’ acts. None 
on these copies distributed in Tex- 
as have been located, but the one 
sent to Washington, D. C., has 
found its way back to a final rest- 
ing place in the state of its adop- 
tion. 


When the convention adjourned, 
Childress and Robert Hamilton 
were appointed by President Da- 
vid G. Burnet as commissioners to 
negotiate with the United States 
cabinet concerning the “sovereign- 
ty and independence of Texas.” 
There can be little doubt that they 
carried with them to Washington 
the signed copy of the Texas Dec- 
laration of Independence. Arriv- 
ing at the United States capitol on 
May 21, 1836, Childress and Ham- 
ilton made attempts to secure rec- 
ognition. Probably they worked 
with Stephen F. Austin, Branch T. 
Archer, and William H. Wharton, 
Texian commissioners who were 
already in Washington. On May 
26, Childress and Hamilton were 
succeeded by James Collingsworth 
and P. W. Grayson, and it is en- 
tirely possible that Childress then 
relinquished possession of the 
signed Declaration to William H. 
Wharton. On May 28, Wharton 
deposited the document at the De- 
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partment of State. 


The instrument rested in Wash- 
ington until 1896, when a native 
Texan, Seth Shepard, who was 
then serving as associate justice 
on the Court of Criminal Appeals 
for the District of Columbia, re- 
ported that he had found a docu- 
ment in the archives of the State 
Department which “appeared to 
be the Texas Declaration of Inde- 
pendence.” Shepard then con- 
tacted United States Secretary of 
State Richard Olney and Texas 
Governor Charles A. Culberson 
and arranged for transfer of the 
document to Texas. It was de- 
posited in a vault in the Texas 
Secretary of State’s office and for- 
gotten for about thirty years. 

In late February, 1927, Mrs. 
Jane Y. McCallum, then Secretary 
of State, re-discovered the docu- 
ment and arranged to have it re- 
paired and displayed in a case in 
the State Capitol. A memoran- 
dum by Mrs. McCallum dated De- 
cember 1, 1929, explained her ac- 
tions in the matter. On March 2, 
1930, the display was unveiled in 
the capitol and custody was trans- 
ferred to the State Board of Con- 
trol. Ten years later, on July 23, 
1940, the Board of Control trans- 
ferred custody to the Texas State 
Library, but the document re- 
mained on display until sometime 
during the year 1946 when State 
Librarian Francis Henshaw had 
photostats substituted for the 
original. Since that time, the doc- 
ument has found a home in the 
safe of the Archives Division of 
the State Library. 

As thought is being given to 
displaying the Declaration, the 
question has arisen as to who ac- 
tually wrote the two copies in ex- 
istence. I posed the question, and 
looked to Mrs. Mary Osburn, the 
Assistant Archivist, for the an- 
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swer. After several hours of re 
search and comparisons, she pro- 
duced answers which appear en- 
tirely satisfactory. At least, the 
Archives staff is convinced. 


The story that Childress wrote 
the draft copy of the Declaration 
seems to have credence wh<n the 
draft is compared to a known spec- 
imen of Childress’ handwriting. 
On March 28, 1836, while Childress 
was traveling from Texas to 
Washington, he stopped at Natchi- 
toches, Louisiana, to pen a letter 
to President Burnet concerning the 
possibility of conflicting missions 
between himself and Hamilton and 
Austin, Wharton, and Archer. A 
copy of this letter is found in the 
Archives files, and when compared 
to the draft of the Declaration, the 
handwriting bears a resemblance. 
This, the only evidence available, 
is based on amateur opinions, and 
no doubt an expert on handwriting 
could provide more conclusive 
proof. 

The copying of the finished prod- 
uct of the convention was en- 
trusted to the engrossing clerk, 
Thomas S. Saul. It is his hand- 
writing that is on display every 
time the “original” Declaration or 
a facsimile thereof is seen. This 
fact is proven by comparing the 
signed Declaration with a copy of 
Saul’s receipt for services as en- 
grossing clerk to the convention. 

The handwriting which appears 
to be the same, includes Saul’s sig- 
nature on the receipt. Saul was 
little known in Texas—he arrived 
here from Louisiana in 1829, was 
a delegate to the Convention in 
San Felipe in 1833, became en- 
grossing clerk for the Convention 
of 1836, advertised as an attorney 
in Washington in 1837, and died in 
1840—but his memory is preserved 
through his service to Texas in a 
moment of supreme crisis. 
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Thomas S. Saul Handwriting 
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The proposed legislative bills 
are given here for your informa- 
tion, with the understanding that 
they were not initiated or spon- 
sored by the Texas Library and 
Historical Commission. 

S. B. 227 


2-16-61 
Introduced by Krueger 
Referred to Committee on Coun- 
ties, Cities and Towns 
A BILL 

An Act amending Article 1689 
of the Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, 1925, to provide that Com- 
missioners Court may contract 
with private libraries in certain 
eases to furnish county free li- 
brary services in areas not ade- 
quately served by the county free 
library; and declaring an emer- 
gency. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG- 
ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS: 

Section 1. Article 1689 of the 
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 
1925, is amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

“Art. 1689, Funds for library. 

All funds of the county free li- 
brary shall be in the custody of 
the county treasurer, or other 
county official, who may discharge 
the duties commonly delegated to 
the county treasurer. They shall 
constitute a separate fund to be 
known as the county free library 
fund, and shall not be used except 
for library purposes. The Com- 
missioners Court may contract 
with privately-owned libraries 
which serve areas within the coun- 
ty not adequately served by the 
county free library to provide 
county free library services in 
such areas, and may require by 
such contract that such library 
submit to such reasonable regula- 
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Proposed Library Legislation 


tion as is required of governmental 
libraries.” 

Sec. 2. All laws or parts of laws 
in conflict with the provisions of 
this Act are repealed to the extent 
of such conflict only. 

Sec. 3. The fact that some areas 
of our State are deprived of ade- 
quate library service because of 
the lack of authority in the coun- 
ties to render aid to private librar- 
ies where no governmental library 
exists, creates an emergency and 
an imperative public necessity that 
the Constitutional Rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several 
days in each house be suspended, 
and this Rule is hereby suspended, 
and that this Act take effect and be 
in force from and after its pas- 
sage, and it is so enacted. 

H. B. 523 
Introduced by Roberts of Hill 
and Guffey 
Referred to Committee on State 


Affairs 
A BILL 

TO BE ENTITLED 
AN ACT transferring the Legis- 
lative Reference Section of the 
Texas State Library from the ad- 
ministration and control of the 
Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission to the Texas Legislative 
Council; providing for the transfer 
of positions, books, documents, 
files, records, equipment and prop- 
erty of all kinds used by the Legis- 
lative Reference Section from the 
Texas State Library to the Texas 
Legislative Council; providing for 
the transfer of appropriations; de- 
claring legislative intent as to the 
purpose of this Act; providing a 
savings clause; and declaring an 
emergency. 
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG- 
ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 
TEXAS: 
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Section 1. The Legislative Ref- 
erence Section of the Texas State 
Library authorized by Article 
5444, Revised Civil Statutes of 
Texas, 1925, is hereby transferred 
from the administration and con- 
trol of the Texas Library and His- 
torical Commission to the Texas 
Legislative Council. 

Sec. 2. All books, documents, 
files, records, equipment and prop- 
erty of all kinds owned and used 
by the Legislative Reference Sec- 
tion in providing the services au- 
thorized by Article 5444, Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, are 
hereby transferred from the Texas 
State Library to the Texas Legis- 
lative Council. The State Librarian 
shall agree with the Executive Di- 
rector of the Texas Legislative 
Council on the property to be 
transferred and shall evidence 
such agreement in a written in- 
ventory to be signed by both of- 
ficers. When signed by both of- 
ficers, such agreement shall be 
full authority for the Comptroller 
of Public Accounts to transfer the 
property listed thereon to the con- 
trol of the Texas Legislative Coun- 
cil and to enter any inventoried 
items thereon on the inventory 
records of the Council and delete 
the same items from the property 
inventory of the Texas State Li- 
brary. 

Sec. 3. The unexpended balance 
of the appropriation made to the 
Texas Library and Historical Com- 
mission for the support of the 
Legislative Reference Division by 
House Bill 4, Acts of the 56th Leg- 
islature, 3rd Called Session shall 
on the effective date of this Act 
be transferred as a lump sum to 
item 1 of the appropriation made 
to the Texas Legislative Council 
by House Bill 4, Acts of the 56th 
Legislature, 3rd Called Session, for 
the payment of salaries and other 
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expenses in carrying out the pro. 
visions of Article 5444, Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, 1925, 

Sec. 4. It is the intent of the 
Legislature in enacting this law 
that all the services and functions 
now performed and provided by 
the Legislative Reference Section 
of the Texas State Library under 
the control of the Texas Library 
and Historical Commission be 
maintained and continued under 
the administration and control of 
the Texas Legislative Council. 

Sec. 5. This Act shall not affect 
or impair any act done or right or 
obligation existing or accrued un- 
der the authority of the Texas Li- 
brary and Historical Commission 
in any manner prior to the ef- 
fective date of this Act. 

Sec. 6. The fact that it is desir- 
able to combine and coordinate the 
services of the Legislative Refer- 
ence Section with those of the 
Texas Legislative Council in order 
that research and bill-drafting 
services provided the Legislature 
may be more completely inte- 
grated, and thus be of greater use 
to the Legislature, creates an 
emergency and an imperative pub- 
lic necessity that the Constitu- 
tional Rule requiring bills to be 
read on three several days in each 
house be suspended, and said Rule 
is hereby suspended, and that this 
Act shall take effect and be in 
force from and after its passage, 
and it is so enacted. 

H. B. 524 


Introduced by Roberts of Hill, and 
Guffey 
Referred to Committee on State 


Affairs A BILL 
TO BE ENTITLED 
An Act amending Article 5435, 
Revised Civil Statutes of Texas, 
to provide that the State Librarian 
shall be the executive and admin- 
istrative officer of the Texas Li- 
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brary and Historical Commission ; 
and declaring an emergency. 





BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG- 
ISLATURE OF THE STATE OF 


TEXAS: 


Section 1. Article 5435, Revised 
Civil Statutes of Texas, is 
amended to hereafter read as fol- 
lows: 

“Art. 5435. Purpose. The ap- 
pointed members of the Commis- 
sion shall be responsible for the 
adoption of all policies, rules and 
regulations so as to aid and en- 
courage libraries, collect materials 
relating to the history of Texas 
and the adjoining states, preserve, 
classify and publish the manu- 
script archives and such other 
matters as it may deem proper, 
diffuse knowledge in regard to 
the history of Texas, encourage 
historical work and research, mark 
historic sites and houses and se- 
cure their preservation, and aid 
those who are studying the prob- 
lems to be dealt with by legisla- 
tion. The State Librarian, here- 
inafter provided, shall be the ex- 
ecutive and administrative officer 
of the Texas Library and Histori- 
cal Commission and shall dis- 
charge all administrative and ex- 
ecutive functions of the Commis- 
sion. Whenever, by any provi- 
sions of this Act, or any other Act, 
any right, power, or duty is im- 
posed or conferred on the Commis- 
tion, the right, power, or duty so 
imposed or conferred shall be pos- 
sessed and exercised by the State 
Librarian, except the State Librar- 
ian shall have no general policy 
making power, right, or duty.” 

Sec. 2. The need to further de- 
lineate power and responsibilities 
of control and administration of 
the State Library and the crowded 
condition of the calendar in both 
houses, create an emergency and 
an imperative public necessity that 
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the Constitutional Rule requiring 
bills to be read on three several 
days in each house be suspended, 
and this Rule is hereby suspended, 
and that this Act take effect and 
be in force from and after its pas- 
sage, and it is so enacted. 





TRUSTEES MEETING 
April 14, 1961 

A joint meeting of Texas and 
New Mexico trustees will be held 
at the Lower Valley Branch of the 
El Paso Public Library on Friday, 
April 14. Prior to the meeting, 
trustees may attend the Friends 
of Library luncheon at noon at the 
Hotel Cortez. The luncheon speak- 
er will be Mr. Dillon Anderson, 
Chairman, Texas Committee for 
National Library Week. 

The trustees meeting will open 
at 2:30, with the subject “Spanish 
Books in the Southwest Library.” 
Mrs. J. B. Perrenot, El Paso, and 
Mrs. W. H. Gary, Rincon, New 
Mexico will preside. A _ round- 
table discussion of trustees’ prob- 
lems will be moderated by Mrs. 
Gary. 

Following the meeting, there 
will be a tour of the Lower Valley 
Branch Library and of the two 
new branch buildings now under 
construction. 

This meeting is being held in 
conjunction with the annual con- 
ference of the Texas and New 
Mexico Library Associations, April 
12 to 15. 





NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK 
April 16-22, 1961 

For a “one shot,” “all-out” ef- 
fort for National Library Week, 
organize a Friends of the Library 
group in your community or your 
county to work for county-wide li- 
brary development. 
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Mrs. Regina Nussbaum, President of the Friends of 
Texas Libraries, died Sunday, February 12th. Before be- 
ing elected to the state office, she was President of the 
Friends of the Houston Public Library. Mrs. Nussbaum 
worked diligently for libraries and better trained librar- 
ians throughout the state. She was responsible for secur- 
ing a $1,000 scholarship to be used to further the educa- 
tion of a student in library science. 


Mrs. Nussbaum was active for more than 20 years in 
civic and women’s clubs. Her club work and her legion 
of friends were her hobbies. 


A noted registered parliamentarian, Mrs. Nussbaum 
was a member of National Parliamentarians and president 
of council of Parliamentarians. She was a charter member 
and past president of Woman’s Forum and Parliamentary 
Law Club, past president of Past Presidents Club and past 
president of Delphian Assembly. Mrs. Nussbaum was a 
board member of Society for Crippled Children and Adults. 
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